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Marie Silver Johnson, a lifelong resident of 
North Carolina and my constituent, who 
passed away on September 16, 2015 at the 
age of 94. 

Mrs. Johnson was the matriarch of the Sil-
ver and Johnson families and is fondly re-
membered as a loving mother who was fully 
devoted to her family, church, and community. 

Mrs. Johnson was born on June 5, 1921, in 
Hollister, North Carolina to Mr. Ben Silver and 
the former-Minnie Burgess. She attended 
Tabron School and Hawkins High School in 
Halifax and Warren Counties. At the age of 
24, she married Mr. Edward Leonard Johnson, 
Jr. and the two raised four children, Mable, 
Alice, Edward, and Delores. 

Mrs. Johnson worked at Eastman High 
School in Enfield, North Carolina for 20 years 
as part of the Halifax County school system’s 
Food Services division. Mrs. Johnson also 
served on the Twin County Rural Health Asso-
ciation’s board of directors and as a 30 year 
member of the American Legion Unit 425 
Women’s Auxiliary in Littleton, North Carolina. 

As the years past, Mrs. Johnson remained 
active by working at the Littleton Senior Cen-
ter in Littleton where she dedicated more than 
a decade of service and fellowship to seniors 
in Halifax and Warren Counties. 

Faith was a cornerstone of Mrs. Johnson’s 
life. She was a lifetime member of Lee’s 
Chapel Baptist Church in Littleton where she 
served in many capacities including as Presi-
dent of the Missionary Circle for over 30 
years, member of the Senior Choir, as well as 
a member of the Pastor’s Aid Club. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join me in 
honoring the life, work, and memory of Mrs. 
Eva Marie Silver Johnson. 
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TRIBUTE TO RUTH HUNOLT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ruth Hunolt of Griswold, 
Iowa. Ruth recently received a 2015 Gov-
ernor’s Volunteer Award. She was honored 
with an Individual Volunteer Award by the Of-
fice of the State Long-term Care Ombudsman 
for outstanding commitment and service. 

Individuals selected for this honor have 
gone above and beyond to serve their com-
munity. Ruth sets a high standard for volun-
teers from all walks of life. She is a shining 
example of hard work and dedication. Ruth 
has demonstrated exceptional volunteerism 
and exemplary leadership, creativity and co-
operation. With her service she has left a last-
ing impression on the State of Iowa and in her 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Ruth for her many years of dedicated and de-
voted volunteer service to the Office of the 
State Long-term Care Ombudsman program. I 
am proud to represent her in the United States 
Congress. I know that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Ruth and wish her and 
her family nothing but the best moving for-
ward. 

RECOGNIZING KATHY BAKER ON 
HER PASSING 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to recognize Katheryn Baker on her sud-
den and tragic passing on September 22, 
2015 at the age of 49. 

Kathy started her career in 1984 at the Pa-
cific Northwest National Laboratory in Wash-
ington. She later joined the Science Applica-
tions International Corporation as business 
manager for energy and the environment. 

In 2001, Kathy commenced a career work-
ing at Lawrence Livermore National Labora-
tory (LLNL). Working tirelessly with passion 
and drive, she quickly worked her way up the 
ranks, serving as business manager for a 
number of departments before being named 
Chief Financial Officer in 2012. 

She was described by those who knew and 
worked with her as a very special person and 
a great friend. Her loss is grieved by her col-
leagues at LLNL, including principally by her 
husband, Jeff Baker, also an employee at the 
lab. 

Kathy, a Washington State University grad-
uate, met her husband, Jeff, when they were 
both attending the university. He sat behind 
her in calculus class, where their friendship 
quickly turned into a lifetime commitment to-
wards one another. 

In the words of her husband, Kathy was the 
most wonderful, caring person anyone had 
ever met. In the words of her colleagues, she 
was seen as a member of their family. 

I want to acknowledge Kathy for her accom-
plishments, and her commitment to country 
and science. I also extend my condolences to 
her family, friends, and the entire lab commu-
nity. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,084,928,227.59. We’ve 
added $7,524,207,879,314.51 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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IN HONOR OF MR. JOSE FLORES 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jose Flores, a civics teacher at 
Brawley Union High School in Brawley, CA, 
for guiding his students to become civic-mind-
ed citizens. I would like to congratulate him on 

receiving the 2015 American Civic Education 
Teacher Award for motivating students to 
learn about the Constitution, Congress and 
public policy. 

For 23 years, Mr. Flores has been teaching 
students about their community by making 
them think critically about water, air, and soil 
quality issues. Jose Flores pushes his stu-
dents to be active and engaged members of 
their communities. Mr. Flores embodies the 
dedication that Imperial Valley teachers pos-
sess to educate their students. 

I would like to recognize Jose Flores for his 
outstanding work collaborating and forming 
partnerships with the local government for his 
students. On behalf of California’s 51st Con-
gressional District, I would like to thank Mr. 
Flores for his commitment to improving his 
students and the community. 
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HONORING JOANNE ELLIS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Joanne Ellis, a com-
munity leader, and one of my district’s 2015 
Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Joanne Ellis was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Joanne Ellis is the Executive Di-
rector of the Yuba Sutter Gleaners Food Bank 
and Thrift Store. The Yuba Sutter Gleaners 
Food Bank is the only all-volunteer Food Bank 
in California. In addition to coordinating food 
distributions at 22 sites, scheduling volunteers 
and arranging for deliveries, Joanne manages 
the Emergency Drought Box program author-
ized by Governor Jerry Brown to distribute 
among individuals most affected by the 
drought such as agricultural workers. 

Whereas, Joanne took the initiative to imple-
ment a successful pilot program called ‘Food 
for Thought’ at Park Avenue School in Yuba 
City. The program aims to minimize child hun-
ger over the weekends when children and 
families do not have access to the National 
School Lunch program. It offers students the 
opportunity to take fresh local fruits and vege-
tables and whole grain breads home to pre-
pare and eat over the weekend. With Park Av-
enue Elementary School containing the high-
est poverty levels in the district, the program 
has been very well-received. 

Whereas, Joanne is a member of the Lions 
Club and Yuba-Sutter United Way. Joanne is 
dedicated to helping the neediest in her com-
munity through broad collaborative efforts with 
supporting agencies who conduct cooking 
demonstrations and taste testing for her food 
bank families on a regular basis. Joanne’s 
work is truly a labor of love. 

Resolved, that I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Joanne Ellis. 
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